
Clark University--Program of Liberal Studies 

The foundation of a Clark undergraduate education is the Program of Liberal Studies. 
Through this program, students acquire the intellectual habits, skills and 
perspectives that are essential for self-directed learning. They are given a framework 
within which they can select a program of study and receive a broad introduction to 
liberal and lifelong learning. Students have the option of fulfilling the requirements of 
the Program of Liberal Studies through the International Studies Stream, a special 
program, which consists of courses that prepare them to better understand global, 
political, cultural and economic issues.  

This document provides Quinsigamond Community College courses that 
meet the Liberal Studies program requirements. 

The Program of Liberal Studies has two components:  
 
1. Critical Thinking Courses  
2. Perspectives Courses  
 
Critical Thinking Courses: While every course in the University involves work in 
critical thinking, two types of courses place special emphasis on the cultivation of 
these skills:  

A. Verbal Expression  
B. Formal Analysis Students take one course in each area.  
 

 Verbal Expression (1 course): Verbal Expression courses place special 
emphasis on the relationship between writing and critical thinking within a 
particular discipline. VE = Verbal Expression 

 
ENG 102 English Composition & Literature II 3 VE 

 
 Formal Analysis (1 course):  Formal Analysis courses include the use of a 

formal, symbolic language as appropriate for a specific discipline, rules of 
logic for that language, and the use of that language for modeling the subject 
matter of the discipline. FA = Formal Analysis 

 
CIS 121 Introduction to Programming With C++ 3 FA 
MAT 122 Statistics 3 FA 
MAT 233 Calculus I 4 FA 

Perspectives Courses: Perspectives courses offer breadth and introduce students 
to the different ways in which various disciplines or fields define thinking, learning 
and knowing. Students must successfully complete one course in each of the 
following six perspectives categories, with each course taken in a different academic 
department:  

1. Aesthetic (1 course):  Aesthetic Perspective courses emphasize artistic 
expression and the perception, analysis and evaluation of aesthetic form. These 
courses are designed to enhance students' appreciation and understanding of the 
arts. AP = Aesthetic Perspective 
 
APA 121 Graphic Design I 3 AP 
ART 101 Art Appreciation 3 AP 
ART 111 A History of Art I 3 AP 



ART 112 A History of Art II 3 AP 
ART 121 Contemporary Art 3 AP 
ART 131 Introduction to Drawing I 3 AP 
ART 132 Introduction to Drawing II 3 AP 
ART 211 History of Graphic Design 3 AP 
ART 231 Introduction to Watercolor 3 AP 
ART 256 American Architecture 3 AP 
MUS 111 Music of the Late Baroque and Classical Eras 3 AP 
MUS 113 Music of the Romantic Era 3 AP 
MUS 115 Music of the Twentieth Century 3 AP 
MUS 121 Jazz in America 3 AP 
MUS 123 Bach to Rock: Changing Styles in Music 3 AP 
PHI 113 Philosophy of Art 3 AP 

 
2. Global Comparative (1 course):  Global Comparative Perspective courses 
introduce students to comparative analysis by exploring the cultural, political or 
economic aspects of human diversity around the world. They provide students with 
tools for analyzing human experience by examining similarities and differences in a 
global or international context. GP = Global Comparative 
 
ANT 111 Cultural Anthropology 3 GP 
ECO 215 Principles of Macroeconomics 3 GP 
PHI 121 World Religions: From Primitives Through Zen 3 GP 

 
3. Historical (1 course):  Historical Perspective courses develop students' capacity 
to understand the contemporary world in the larger framework of tradition and 
history. Courses focus on the problems of interpreting the past and can also deal 
with the relationship between past and present. All courses are broad in scope and 
introduce students to the ways scholars think critically about the past, present and 
future. HP = Historical Perspective 
 
HST 101 Western Civilization: The Ancient World, 
Beginning to 500 CE 3 HP 
HST 102 Western Civilization: From the Middle Ages to 
the Modern World, 500-1816 3 HP 
HST 103 Western Civilization: The Modern, 1815-1945 3 HP 
HST 111 History of the United States: Beginnings to 1787 3 HP 
HST 112 History of the United States: 1787-1877 3 HP 
HST 113 History of the United States: 1877-1945 3 HP 
HST 114 History of the United States: 1945 To The 
Present 3 HP 
HST 133 History of Puerto Rico 3 HP 
HST 216 History of Native Americans in North America 3 HP 
HST 241 History of Chinese Civilization 3 HP 

 
4. Language and Culture (1 course):  Language and Culture Perspective courses 
foster the study of language as an expression of culture. Students may study foreign 
languages, which highlight the relationship between language and culture, or 
approved English-language courses that deal with the same issue. LP = Language 
and Culture Perspective 
 
ASL 112 Beginning American Sign Language II 3 LP 
GER 112 Beginning German II 3 LP 
GER 211 Intermediate German I 3 LP 



SPN 112 Beginning Spanish II 3 LP 
SPN 211 Intermediate Spanish I 3 LP 
SPN 212 Intermediate Spanish II 3 LP 

 
5. Natural Scientific (1 course):  Scientific Perspective courses teach the principal 
methods and results of the study of the natural world. Courses focus on the 
knowledge and theoretical bases of science. They also include laboratories or similar 
components to introduce students to the observation of natural phenomena and the 
nature of scientific study. SP = Natural Scientific Perspective 
 
BIO 101 General Biology: Core Concepts 4 SP 
BIO 102 Introduction to Organ Systems 4 SP 
BIO 104 Introduction to Plant Biology 4 SP 
BIO 105 Principles of Ecology 4 SP 
BIO 111 Anatomy & Physiology 4 SP 
BIO 112 Anatomy & Physiology 4 SP 
CHM 101 Introduction to the Chemistry of Living Systems 4 SP 
CHM 103 Principles of Chemistry I 4 SP 
PHY 101 Physics I 4 SP 
PHY 102 Physics II 4 SP 
PHY 105 General Physics I 4 SP 
PHY 106 General Physics II 4 SP 

 
6. Values (1 course): Values Perspective courses examine the moral dimension of 
human life as reflected in personal behavior, institutional structures and public policy 
in local and global communities. Courses taught from the values perspective focus 
not only on the systematic formulation and analysis of moral and ethical claims, but 
also on how moral decisions affect both the individual and society.  
VP = Value Perspective 
 
IDS 113 Ethical Issues in Business & the Professions 3 VP 
IDS 215 Bioethics 3 VP 
PHI 131 Man And Morality: An Introduction to Ethics 3 VP 
PHI 143 Existentialism & the Human Situation 3 VP 
PSY 181 Social Psychology 3 VP 

 


