
UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS -- AMHERST 
General Education Requirements 

 
Writing (Two levels) 
College Writing   ENG 101  
Junior Year Writing course Taken at UMass-Amherst  
 
Basic Math Skills (one course or exemption by exam) 
MAT 099 (meets Basic Math requirement but does not count toward credits), MAT 100, MAT 121, 123 
 
Analytical Reasoning (one course) 
Students who meet this requirement by taking one of the math courses below, meets the requirements for Basic Math 
Skills and Analytical Reasoning. 
CIS 111, 112, 115, 121, 223  
MAT 122, 233, 234, 235, 237, 243 
PHI 101 
 
Biological & Physical World (three courses. At least one in each division) 
 
Biological Science ANT 221, BIO 101, 102, 103, 104, 105, 111, 112, 140, 141,142, 159, 232, 241, SCI 106 
Physical Science  CHM 101, 103, 104, PHY 101, 102, 105, 106, 205, SCI 103, 104, 105, 111, 112, 135  
Science course    any BIO, CHM, PHY, SCI from the above lists 
 
Social World (six courses. One must be a global diversity course and one must be a U.S. diversity course*) 
  
Literature (one course)   
ENG 102, 200, 212, 213, 215, 216, 217,222, 223, 224, 231, 232, 241, 242, 251, 252, 253, 255, 257, 259 
        
Arts & Literature course (one course)   
APA 131, ART 101, 111, 112, 121, 131, 260 ENG 212, 213, 215, 216, 217,222, 223, 224, 231, 232, 241, 242, 251, 
252, 253, 255, 257,  IDS 113, 215, MUS 101, 111, 113, 115, 121, 123, PHI 102, 131, 143, 190  
 
Historical Studies (one course)  
HST 101, 102, 103, 133, HST 111& 112 as one unit, 113&114 as one unit, 215, 216, 241, HUM 211 
 
Social & Behavioral Science (two courses)   
ANT 111, ECO 201, 215, 216, GEO 210, GRT 101, 115, IDS 141, PSC 201, 221, 251, PSY 101, 117, 118, 119, 121, 
123, 181, 241, 242, 261, SOC 101, 111, 211, 221, SOS 211 
 
Social World (one additional course) in area above: Art, Literature, Historical Studies, Social & Behavioral Sciences. 
 
*Social & Cultural Diversity—Global and U.S. (two courses) 
Two of the six required Social World courses above must include study of diversity in human cultures and societies. 
One must have a focus on U.S. diversity, and the other must focus on diversity in global perspective.  
Global Diversity includes ANT 111, ENG 231, 232, GEO 210, HST 133, 241, PHI 121 
U.S. Diversity includes ART 260,  ENG 216, 253, 257, 259, GRT 101, HST 133, 215, 216, HUM 211, IDS 101, MUS 
121, PHI 123, PSY 117, 241, 242, SOC 101, 111, 211, 221, SOS 211 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Interdisciplinary option: HUM 214, IDS 101, PHI 104, 121, 123, SOS 132 
Students may substitute up to three Interdisciplinary courses for General Education requirements in the Social World 
category. No substitutions may be made for College Writing, Basic Math Skills, Biological Science, Physical Science, 
third required  Science or Analytical Reasoning. Students must still complete at least one course in following areas: 
Literature, Historical Studies, Social and Behavioral Studies, Biological Sciences, and Physical Sciences. 


